Abstract Specklinia lugduno-batavae from the Caribbean lowlands of Nicaragua and Costa Rica is formally described and illustrated. The new species belongs to the Specklinia digitalis group and can be recognised by the creeping habit, purple spotted abaxial surface of the leaf and the almost immaculate whitish cream flowers, which are produced in succession on a very short, flexuous inflorescence. The name honours Leiden University and the Hortus botanicus Leiden. The novelty is compared with its closest relatives, Specklinia digitalis, S. pisinna and S. succulenta.
InTRoduCTIon
Traditionally included in Pleurothallis R.Br. (Luer 1986) , the genus Specklinia Lindl. was re-established by Pridgeon & Chase (2001) , and has ever since then, with some exceptions (Luer 2006) , received general acceptance by the orchid community (Pridgeon 2005 , Pupulin et al. 2012 , Bogarín et al. 2013 . Species in the genus are recognised by the tiny habit with ramicauls shorter than the leaf, obtuse petals, a ligulate lip, prominent column wings and naked pollinia that lack caudicles (Karremans 2014) .
About 100 species are recognised in the genus (Karremans, in prep.) . It is distributed from Mexico, through Central America, southwards into Bolivia and Brazil, and the Antilles. Specklinia grobyi (Bateman ex Lindl.) F.Barros is perhaps the best known, most widely distributed and most variable species within the genus. Many of its morphological or geographical 'variants' have been named, however the difficulty of clearly delimiting those entities has led authors to prefer a broad circumscription of S. grobyi. It is thus best referred to as the S. grobyi species complex (Luer 2006 
TAXonoMY
Specklinia lugduno-batavae Karremans, Bogarín & Gravend., sp. nov. -Fig. 1, 2a Etymology. The name honours the Academia Lugduno Batava, nowadays Leiden University, and its Hortus Academicus Lugduno-Batavus, the current Hortus botanicus Leiden (Fig. 5) .
The species is similar to Specklinia pisinna but can be distinguished by the prostrate habit (vs erect habit), shorter leaves (up to 8 vs 11 mm long), the flexuous inflorescence with up to 6 flowers (vs straight and containing up to 3 flowers), the creamy-white flowers (vs heavily suffused and striped with purple) and the shorter lip (up to 1.6 vs 2.3 mm). Specklinia digitalis is also similar but the new species can be distinguished by the shorter leaves (4 -8 vs 12 -15 mm), the shorter inflorescence (up to 1.5 vs up to 15 cm), the shorter sepals (3 -4 vs 5 mm long), the ligulate to narrowly elliptic petals (vs obovate) and the shorter lip (1.5 -1.6 vs 2 mm long). Epiphytic, caespitose, prostrate to sub-erect herb to 1 cm tall, excluding the inflorescence. Roots fibrous, flexuous, glabrous. Stem abbreviated, terete-cylindric, to 1-2 mm long, monophyllous, completely concealed by papyraceous, sheaths. Leaves coriaceous, suborbicular to broadly elliptic, 4-8 by 3-6 mm, densely spotted with purple abaxially. Inflorescence borne laterally from the apex of the stem, without an annulus, an erect, flexuous, distichous, successively flowered raceme, with 1-2 flowers open at once, producing up to 6 flowers per inflorescence, up to 15-20 mm long; peduncle cylindric, to 15 mm long. Floral bracts infundibuliform, broadly ovate, acute, 1 mm long. Pedicel cylindric, glabrous, persistent, 2 mm long including the subclavate ovary. Flowers whitish cream, immaculate to slightly brownish stained along the sepal veins. Sepals fleshy, glabrous; dorsal sepal elliptic, 3-veined, acute, 4.0 by 2.1-2.3 mm; lateral sepals completely fused into an elliptic synsepal, 4-veined, 4.0-4.5 by 3 mm. Petals ligulate to narrowly elliptic, obtuse, 2.1-2.2 by 0.9-1.0 mm, 1-veined. Lip ligulate, longitudinally slightly arched-convex in natural position, thinly articulate with the column foot by a hyaline claw, obtuse, longitudinally depress ed in the middle, 1.5-1.6 by 0.7-0.8 mm. Column slightly arched, terete-slender at the base, 1.6 -1.8 mm long without the foot, provided with low, broad membranous wings at the apex; column foot inconspicuous. Anther cap deeply cucullate, ovate, 2-celled. Pollinia 2, obovate-complanate, minutely hooked at the base, lacking caudicles. The description is based on Note -The short plant up to 1 cm tall, the suborbicular leaf with purple spots on the abaxial surface, the flexuous, successive racemose inflorescence with a single flower open at a time, the conspicuous thickening of the apex of the dorsal sepal, and the ligulate, unlobed, mostly inornate lip, which is shallowly depressed longitudinally in the middle places Specklinia lugduno-batavae in the S. digitalis species group (Fig. 3) . The few tiny flowers and short inflorescence are similar to that of S. pisinna (Fig. 4) , a species known to occur in Mexico, Guatemala and Honduras. However, the new species can be distinguished by the prostrate habit (vs erect habit), with shorter leaves, up to 8 mm long (vs 11 mm), the flexuous inflorescence containing up to 6 flowers (vs straight, containing up to 3 flowers), the creamy-white flowers (vs heavily suffused and striped with purple) and the shorter lip (up to 1.6 vs 2.3 mm). From the Mexican endemic S. digitalis, it can be distinguished by the smaller prostrate habit with shorter leaves, 4 -8 mm long (vs 12-15 mm) and shorter inflorescence (up to 2 vs 15 cm long) the ligulate to narrowly elliptic petals (vs obovate). Specklinia succulenta from French Guyana is also similar, but the new species can be distinguished by the prostrate habit (vs erect), the short inflorescence (up to 2 vs 10 cm long), the whitish cream flowers (vs greenish yellow) and the immaculate lip (vs a lip with two purple stripes). 
